Introduction
Degradation of antitumor compounds is a common problem for pharmacologists. 1 The efficacy of an antitumor drug is related to the intracellular drug concentration as well as to the rate of cell uptake. In order to determine the relationships between intracellular drug concentration and the cytotoxic activity (as well as the degree of resistance) we were interested in the anthracycline degradation in cell culture.
One of the degradation products of anthracycline, namely 7,8-dehydro-9,10-desacetyl- Obviously these hypothesis require to be verified by the analysis of other complexes of anthracycline, which are actually under study.
